Systems of provision and delivery of hand care, and its impact on the community.
Hand injuries are important causes of impairment in the United States. They are one of the top causes for days lost from work and they impose a great economic burden on the country. In less affluent regions of the world, the impact of hand injuries on the population is even more dire, rendering the affected to life-long disability. When one considers that 85% of the world's population lives in low to middle income countries, the global deleterious effect of hand trauma becomes apparent. This paper is a review of pertinent literature available on the provision and delivery of trauma care around the world. While specific reference to hand surgery care is sparse, we will infer trauma management in these countries, synthesised from available literature, to the provision of hand surgery care. We will also examine programs around the world that are implemented at an affordable cost to the respective countries.